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MAY MEETING
DATE: Thursday, May 5, 2016 TIME: 7:00 PM

PLACE: Detwiler Auditorium, Virginia Mennonite Retireme@ommunity, 1501 Virginia Avenue,
Harrisonburg, VA 22802

PROGRAM - Denise Hoodock

Our speaker this month is Watt Bradshaw. He iavath beekeeper and will speak to us about “The
Bees Around Us.” Watt is a native of Harrisonbangl is the owner/president of Blue Ridge Energy
Company, a 38 year experienced Solar Energy Cdimgacompany.

Before the meeting, we will host Watt for dinneBatla Luna Wood Fired Pizza, 80 W Water Street
in Harrisonburg at 5:30 PM. Please contact DeHsedock at 540-828-2595, 703-216-5499 or
dhoodock@gmail.conf you'll join us for dinner.

UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS - Diane Lepkowski

Hillandale Park, TBA with Tom Mizell — Meet at the Children's playground parking 108:80
AM for our monthly walk.

Switzer Dam, Tuesday May 3 with Greg Moyers- Meet at the Food Maxx (former Food Lion)
parking lot on Rt. 33 west at 8:00 AM. Bring askiand water if you'd like. We expect to return by
1:30. Please contact Greg at gwmoyers@msn.cor84sB@29 if you plan to attend.

Shenandoah National Park, Saturday May 7, with Diae Lepkowski -- Stops will include Pocosin
Cabin/ Fire Road and South River Falls area. Wihikie a few miles in all and finish between noon
and 1 PM at South River Picnic Area. Bring snaekater and lunch if you wish — we usually dine at
the Picnic area to wrap up this trip. Meet atKlodl's parking lot, East Market Street, Harrisondpat
7:45 AM —please contact Diane in advance if you plan to atte (dianelepl@yahoo.comb40-432-
1047.) Please bring National Park passes if yoe loae, or be prepared to chip in on the Park
entrance fee if needed.




TRIP REPORTS

April Hillandale Walk —Tom Mizell

| left my house at 7:15 on April 8, 2016 for Hilldade Park. It was windy and 37 degrees. Driving
through Dayton wind gusts were 13 mph and there \wght snow flurries. There appeared to be
some heavy bands of snow west toward Mole Hill. ré/iturries between Dayton and the park. | got a
call from one of the usual Hillandale crowd whodsdl'm bowing out as the wind is picking up.” |
arrived at the parking lot and there was only care ¢ fully expected that the two of us would e a

the club representatives for the day but beforekyww it four more Rockingham Bird Club members
arrived ready “to go birding” Would you believeettvind disappeared and the ominous conditions
gave way to calm weather and we began with a giestof birds singing.

Our parking lot choir consisted of Red-bellied Wpedkers, American Robins, Northern Cardinals,
Mourning Doves, and a few Tufted Titmice. In theodled area, just north of the cabin bridge, we
could hear and see a Brown Thrasher high in tleedpe Fish Crows called all morning.

In the cedar trees, between the parking lot andbidpeabin, we saw several Yellow-rumped Warblers
along with a Mockingbird and American Goldfinchdsear the cabin we added White-throated
Sparrows, Grackles, Blue Jays and Art Fovargueadspidorthern Flicker. We saw or heard 18 species
before we even crossed the pedestrian bridge. I6loaving past the log cabin we enjoyed Canada
Geese, Field Sparrow, a Mallard pair flyover, Whiiteasted Nuthatch, Downy Woodpecker and the
return of the Brown-headed Cowbird. Ruby-crowneagket made an appearance and a Pileated
Woodpecker landed within 25 feet of us allowingeadbent views.

Proceeding along the trail that parallels the golirse fence, we added Turkey Vulture, Red-tailed
Hawk, Chipping Sparrow, Eastern Towhee, and YelbeNed Sapsucker. We observed the Flicker,
the Red-bellied Woodpecker and the Pileated Woddpeall together in a large oak that was peppered
with various sized holes. Greg Moyers found a Hefrrush prior to reaching the Northwest Park
Corner and the second pedestrian bridge. Alshignarea, we found a Hairy Woodpecker, Carolina
Wren and Blue-gray Gnatcatcher. We all got exoelieoks at a Ruby-crowned Kinglet as it flashed
its crown impressively.

As we approached the Northwest Corner Pedestrimy&rGreg heard a Blue Headed Vireo. The
chase was on! We followed Greg for about 200 &elt he led us directly to the bird and more
excellent views. Juncos, Brown Creeper and Eumofarling completed our list. A special “Thank
You” to Tom Lord for leading the walk on the southéop and wrapping things up by 10:45 AM.

Our count topped 40 species. Thanks to those,unteld by the early threatening weather, that turned
out for what turned out to be a very pleasant walk.

Madison Run — Greg Moyers

Six hardy souls attended the walk at Madison Rua Road on April 9. The weather was chilly but
we had a little sun, remained precipitation free] the forecasted high winds graciously waitedlunti
later in the morning to arrive. Before leaving fleking area we enjoyed watching a pair of
Louisiana Waterthrushes in the stream below. Whkweterthrushes at several more points along the
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road but this was to be our best view. While niaigts seemed to have been hunkered down, the
entire group got nice close-up looks at a singitagB-and-white Warbler as well as a singing Pine
Warbler. Other notable sightings included a flyep®ileated Woodpecker and a surprise Wood Duck,
which flushed from the stream and flew past thaigron our return trip to the parking area. Whilke w
only tallied around 13 species, we were lucky ehaiogget nice looks at some of our prime targets.

Bridgewater Parks Walk — Tom Mizell

Don Perkuchin and Phyllis Showalter were the fisders to arrive at Wildwood Park on 21 April
2016. They said good morning to American Robimaces and the Rough-winged Swallows that
were flying around the North River dam before 8 AEleven more members of the Rockingham Bird
Club soon filled the parking lot for our annual @yewater Parks wandering. Wish-list birds included
“fancy” warbler, Redheaded Woodpecker, Blue-gragtGatcher, Screech Owl, American Robin and
Wood duck.

Just inside the gate, we added Northern CardirthlCamada Goose. We saw a female Mallard on the
nest. It was in a hollow tree limb hanging ovex backwater pool near the suspension bridge, a nest
site that has proven productive in the last coyplrs. Three Spotted Sandpipers worked along the
top of the dam with tails just bobbing as they gkhbreakfast from the tree limbs and other debris
wedged at the top of the dam. Tree Swallows datedit and spent time around the Town's Purple
Martin House.

Time to cross the suspension bridge and we disedviecan hold 12 adults but not without making
noises as it shook and swayed. Overhead were tiopafkey Vultures. More overhead as Joe Shank
spotted a Pileated Woodpecker flying to the soide sf the river. Greg Moyers spotted an Osprey
circling just downstream of the dam. A Grackle éat the Osprey as the Osprey circled a few times
before finding a suitable perch. At least thrggtaes flew towards the north. Two were Cooper's
Hawks and one was thought to be a Broad-winged H&Byk8:37 AM, we added Black Vulture,

Tufted Titmouse, Carolina Chickadee, Red-belliedodfmecker, Blue Jay, Song and House Sparrows
and Eastern Phoebe. Greg Moyers identified a BltsrGnatcatcher flitting about 200 feet away in a
treetop bringing our total to 22.

We looked for Screech in his usual gnarly trednatthree picnic tables but Screech was not to &e. se
As we headed back towards the parking lot, we haarexplosion of sound at the playground area. A
few dozen schoolchildren had landed and were inéme noise' mode. We decided it was time to
move on. Other species added at Wildwood inclugkestern Towhee, Field Sparrow, Song along with
White-crowned and White-throated Sparrows, Cardliran, Downy Woodpecker, Ruby -crowned
Kinglet, American Crow and European Starling bnmggour Wildwood total to 31.

We proceeded by car to Bridges View Park wherehea tvalked one loop. We heard or saw Eastern
Bluebird, Brown Thrasher and House Finch. The Whitsasted Nuthatch tooted as only they can do.
Dona Dobbs looked up to spot a Bald Eagle aswt @eer, perhaps heading to the active nest on
nearby Round Hill. By 10 AM, we added 7 more spediringing our total to 38 and it was time to
convoy to the Cooks Creek Arboretum.



By now, our 13 birders had decreased to seven agaiked the wood-chip trail at the Arboretum.
New species included Yellow-rumped Warbler (lotsh@fm), Red-winged Blackbird singing along the
stream, American Goldfinch, Palm Warbler, Fishwgr€hipping Sparrow and Barn Swallow gliding
low and swiftly in the farm field downstream of tAeboretum. Before we departed the Arboretum at
10:50 AM, we spotted a distant Red-tailed Hawk ¢pnig the count to 46.

Not wanting to stop, four of us returned to Wildwid®ark in hopes of seeing Screech. Three of us
walked to Screech's tree and on the way we wegisad and pleased to find a White-eyed Vireo
feeding overhead with Tufted Titmouse. Joe Shaaktained vigil at the gate while we sought
Screech (to no avail). Before we returned, JakeddRaven, so the final count for the morning was
48. We never saw Screech but the Vireo and tiveriRaere quite acceptable. Wish-list birds seen
were Robin and Blue-gray Gnatcatcher. The strikilngnage of the Yellow-rumped Warbler gave it
the nod for “fancy” Warbler.

BIRD SIGHTINGS:

Charles “Zig” Ziegenfus sawRedhead, Pied-billed GrebesandRuddy Ducks at Lake Shenandoah
on March 23. Diane Lepkowski reporte@auble-crested Cormorantat the lake later the same day.

Marshall Faintich and Walt Childs reportRed-breasted NuthatchesandRed Crossbillson Briery
Branch Rd near the top of Shenandoah Mtn on MaBch 2hey also reported a pairbrthern
Shovelersat Leonard’s Pond that day.

Jonathan Todd report&tlilson’s SnipeandNorthern Shovelersat the Nazarene Wetland on March
25. Jonathan spotted American Woodcockat Riven Rock Park on March 28.

Herb and Sarah Myers reportedrple Finches, Pine SiskinsaBrown Thrasher, and anEastern
Phoebe which wasbuilding a nest on their porch, at their place geKletown on March 28.

John Todd reported that tBéack-crowned Night Heronsare back at the Newman Lake area at JIMU
as of March 30.

Diane Lepkowski reported that the immatlirempeter Swan was back on Silver Lake on April 1.

Shaphan Shank reported hearing the ¥Wkip-Poor-Will of the season, as well aBarred Owl, at
Union Springs on April 2.

Don Perkuchin reported that the last sighting efya@rdDickcisselin Bridgewater was on April 3.

Shaphan Shank found a pairBdnaparte’s Gulls, aRing-necked Duck and eighBlue-winged Teal
at Silver Lake on April 4.

Diane Lepkowski reported@ouble-crested Cormorantat Lake Shenandoah on April 6.

Diane Holsinger has hostedR@d-headed Woodpecker, Brown Thrasher, Field Sparm, and
Eastern Towheeat her place in Timberville. Diane also reporae®sprey at Silver Lake on April 8
and twoBonaparte’s Gulls at the same location on April 12.

Jonathan Todd reported Bfue-winged Tealand aSwamp Sparrowat Lake Shenandoah on April 8.



William Leigh found an earlBlackburnian Warbler at Switzer Dam on April 10. William, Diane
Lepkowski, and Greg Moyers also satammon Loonand aBald Eagleat the same location that
day. William also reported seeiBjue-winged Teal, Wood Ducksand aRing-necked Duckat the

Nazarene Wetland and tB@irasian Collared-Doveson W. Dry River Rd on the same date.

Matt Gingerich had &esper SparrowandSavannah Sparrowsat his place in Linville on April 11.

Shaphan Shank report8ald Eagle, Osprey, Wood Ducks, BufflehegdandPied-billed Grebe at
Union Springs Dam on April 11. On April 12, Shaphraported his firsBroad-winged Hawk of the
season at Union Springs.

Jonathan Todd saw thr@éld Turkeys at Switzer Dam on April 12.

April 12 was a big day at Lake Shenandoah. Diaggkbwski reported a pair &onaparte’s Gulls
and nineRed-Breasted MergansersWilliam Leigh found aGreat Egret, Jonathan Todd, Greg
Moyers and Zig and his ornithology class variousiyortedWood Ducks, Blue-headed Vireo,
Spotted Sandpiper, Blue-winged Teal, Wood Duck, Rutly Duck , and ninedDouble-crested
Cormorants.

Also on April 12, Zig and his ornithology class faliaForster's Tern and severaRing-billed Gulls
at Newman Lake.

Numerous birders have been seeing as many Re@Crossbillsat the usual spot at the top of
Shenandoah Mtn on Rt. 924.

Jonathan Todd reportedsermit Thrush and aBlue-Gray Gnatcatcher at Lake Shenandoah on
April 14.

Diane Holsinger reportedtorned Lark and anAmerican Pipit on Weavers Rd on April 14. Diane
also reportedPurple Martins on the same date.

Diane Lepkowski and Greg Moyers reported seven eagpecies at Switzer Dan on April 16
includingBlack-throated Green, Pine, Palm, Louisiana Waterthush, Yellow-rumped, Northern
Parula, andBlack-and-white. They also had Hermit Thrush and heard &uffed Grouse
drumming.

Shannonn Burks reported seeinBared Owl and a pair oBald Eagleson the way back down
Briery Branch Rd after seeing tRed Crossbillson April 16.

John Shea reportegblitary andSpotted SandpipersandGreater Yellowlegsat Leonard’s Pond on
April 17.

Greg Moyers found a pair &ed Crossbillson Cub Run Rd on April 17. On the same date, Greg
reported a pair oiVhite-eyed Vireosand aHermit Thrush on the Elk Run Trail in Elkton. Greg and
Barbara Andes saw anothathite-eyed Vireo at Hillandale Park later the same day.

John Shea reported a pair@feat Egrets at the Nazarene Wetlands on April 18.

Shaphan Shank report€@Venbird, Louisiana Waterthush, Black-throated Green, Pine,andPalm
Warblers as well as &uby-throated Hummingbird at Union Springs on April 18.

John Shea reportedPaairie Warbler at the EIk Run Trail on April 21.
Diane Lepkowski found €aspian Ternat Lake Shenandoah on April 22.

William Leigh found a variety of shorebirds on Oalod Drive on April 22, includingolitary and
Spotted Sandpipersand bothYellowlegsspecies.



Shaphan Shank report&€thuck-Will's-Widow , Whip-Poor-Will, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Spotted
Sandpipers andBald Eagleat Union Springs on April 22.

Greg Moyers found & ellow-throated Warbler while leading the walk at the Edith J. Carrier
Arboretum at JIMU on April 23. Diane Lepkowski fauaNorthern Waterthrush at the same
location later that morning. Greg and Diane foaaderalPrairie Warblers and aHooded Warbler
along Cub Run Rd the same day.

William Leigh and John Shea fou@krulean andBlack-throated Blue Warblers as well as an
American Redstartamong the other usuals at Switzer Dam on April 23.

John Shea foundidorthern Waterthrush at Cook’s Creek Arboretum in Bridgewater on A4,

BIRD CLUB BOOK CLUB - Maureen Gallagher-McLeod

The B.C.B.C. will meet at 6:30 PM on Thursday, M&y 2016, at the home of Joann Grayson for a
carry-in dinner and to discuss the second halhefitookBird Sensdoy Tim Birkhead. Anyone
interested in joining a book discussion may conkéatireen Gallagher-McLeod at
famcleod@earthlink.nedr 896-9541.

BIRDS OF THE ‘BURG: Season 2 -Guided bird walks for children and their famili&s30-10:30
AM at Hillandale Park - First Saturday of each nfoApril-October (except July)

We had a good start in April, and look forward tdeezling day at Hillandale May 7, 8:30 am. Bill
Benish will join us with his spotting scope. Hersazing behind that tool! | hope some of you wilhjo
Kathy, Ralph and me in the outreach to youngstetke area.

Meet at shelter #12 parking area. Walk the ti@id learn about the surprising variety of birdri
here in our city park. School-age children andrtfenilies are welcome. Bring binoculars if you bav
them. All children (under 18) must be accomparg@ parent or legal guardian.

Led by Kathy Byers of the Rockingham Bird Club; spored by Sierra Club Shenandoah Group.
For more information, contact Kathy BydEgl10) 820-6517r Ralph Grové540) 478-3677

Virginia Breeding Bird Atlas 2 — Volunteers needed(2016-2020)

This year marks the beginning of the 2nd Virginre@&ling Bird Atlas study period. The last Atlas
was completed in 1985-1989. Breeding Bird Atlaaescollaborative efforts among wildlife agencies,
ornithological organizations, and "citizen scietstigo create a census of the state's breeding bird
populations. The Atlas relies heavily upon voluniegolvement. Our 5-county region has two
volunteer coordinators, Lisa Perry and John Sp&lbr.more information about the project, and to
learn how you can get involved, please visit thésite, vabba2.org, or contact Lisa
atkoerner.lisa@gmail.coror 540-455-3601

Canaan Valley Birding Festival
When: Thursday, June 2 - Sunday, June 5th
Where: Canaan Valley Resort State Park near D@INS,



What: We are a small volunteer festival in an &mawn for its scenic beauty, cool temperaturesh hig
elevation (3500 to 4500 feet), grasslands, hardvasatconifer forests, wetlands and our diversity of
birds including nesting boreal birds.

More information: www.canaanresort.com and pull dahe events menu.

Come and enjoy our Bobolinks, Henslow's and Cldgrenl Sparrows, Warblers, Northern Harriers
and many more (see complete list on website.)

Editor note: We are fast approaching our last meeting foptiegram year on Juné“vhen we'll

enjoy what has become a recent tradition of “NOBIEEFT BEHIND” presented by our very own
Greg Moyers and Diane Lepkowski. In addition tmach-looked-forward-to presentation, we will
raffle off a bird feeder to raise funds for thelzluAnne Neilson has generously donated a Droll
Yankees squirrel proof bird feeder and sheltert¢pex! below) which we will have at the June
meeting. As you can see from the photos below,itha very nice feeder, over a $100 value. Please
come prepared to purchase your raffle tickets. wMedraw the winning ticket at the end of the
meeting. The cost of one ticket is $10 or 2 fo5.$1
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